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The Fortunes of Agriculture in Russia, 1861ñ2001

A b s t r a c t

Since the second half of the 19th century, it was agrarian reorganization which has become one of the
main peculiarities of Russian history. It could have assumed the forms of either reforms or revolutions,
but it tended to recommence approximately every two decades: the well-known Ñpeasant reformì of early
1860ës; the legislation of Nicholas Ch.Bunge at the first half of the 1880ës; the First Russian revolution
(1905ñ1907) and the Stolyipin reform (1906-1915) as its emanation; the Great agrarian revolution of
1917-1922; Stalinís collectivization in the early 1930ës; the kolkhoz  reforms of  N.Khrushchev in the late
1950ës and early 1960ës, and finally the post-Soviet reform of Gorbachev-Yeltsin in the 1990's. This
succession of major historical events can very well witness of an extreme morbidness of agrarian problem
in Russia: so many times it had been declared finally settled though then it emerged even more painfully.
That is why itís high time to consider in general the process of agrarian development of Russia of the
latest one-and-a-half centuries.

The historical fortunes of the country of the second or even the third Ñechelonì of the transformation
to capitalism with all that social-and-economic backwardness doomed Russia to pass along the route of
Ñcatching-upì development accelerating the role of the already hypertrophied state power. The course
and outcome of the reforms in Russia to a great extent could be explained by the autocratic power pres-
sing the society and badly limiting the possibility of spontaneous development. That is obvious that there
has always been the greatest influence of, letís put it so, extraneous interests (those of the state, ruling
strata, etc.) - they are extraneous concerning those tasks and goals which must be resolved by agrarian
reforms. In this connection, we should first of all point out the fact that most of the reforms were forced by
various political factors: military defeats, social conflicts, the lag in the Ñcompetitionì among the coun-
tries, these or those ideological aspirations ñ autocratic-and-patriarchal, socialist, or (what is characteris-
tic for nowadays) liberally capitalist. It is not just too early to state that historical fetters of the Russian
agriculture have been cast off - they have only become much harder.
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